SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL HOMES
Department of Public Works, Development Services

SAN OSE 200 East Santa Clara Street, San Jose, CA 95113
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/pwdev

(408) 535-7802

m DRIVEWAY AND SIDEWALK PERMIT FOR

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

Applicability

This permit is required when a homeowner proposes to construct a new driveway, widen an existing
driveway, or construct new sidewalk where none exists now. If the work proposed only involves the
repair or replacement of existing driveway and sidewalk improvements, without any change in
dimensions, then a permit from the Department of Transportation (408-794-1901) is required instead.

This permit is issued only for single family residences. A driveway permit for any other land use
(commercial, industrial, multi-family, etc.) requires Planning Department approval and a Minor Street
Improvement permit.

This permit cannot be used to place decorative concrete within the planter/park strip area (located
between the curb and sidewalk).

Examples of Projects Requiring A Driveway or Sidewalk Permit
» A driveway relocation due to a garage modification or relocation due to a remodel of the residence.
» For additional driveways, a permit may be granted if the project meets the following criteria:

e A second driveway may be permitted if the residence is situated on a corner lot and the
resident requests an additional driveway on the frontage which presently has no driveway.
For safety reasons, driveways cannot be permitted at or near the curb returns (corner).

e A second driveway may be permitted if the residence is located at mid-block and the length of
the frontage (property line to property line) is 90 feet or more.

Guidelines for Locating a New Driveway Approach

All proposed driveway approaches shall maintain the following clearances and are measured from the_

top of the flare:
5" minimum clearance from the adjacent property line.

[ ]
¢ 5 minimum clearance from all utility structures (pullboxes, streetlights, fire hydrants, power poles).
¢ 5 minimum clearance from all sign poles.

e 5 minimum clearance from all street trees.

Standard driveway widths allowed for single family homes:
e 12’ max for 1-car garage or site access only.

e 16’ max for 2-car garage.

e 24’ max for 3-car garage (garage doors in a row).

Submission Methods

1) Online Application for Driveway Permit: Visit the following site to apply for your Driveway permit
online: www.sjpermits.org. You will need to have an online account which you can create on the
website. You will also need to attach all required documents as attachments during your
online application; or

When applying online you will have the option to create both the permit application and to initiate a
San Jose ePlan project. If you initiate an ePlan project you will receive a separate invitation email
with log-in information and submission instructions for the project. The benefit of submitting via
SJePlans is that the platform integrates with the City’s permitting system and provides one
place for you to upload plans digitally, receive plan check comments, monitor project status,
and obtain copies of issued permits. Please visit our SJePlans Resources page for more
information.
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For ePlan submissions you will upload all required documents directly to the SJePlan Project. For
non-ePlan submissions you will need to attach all required documents as attachments during your
online application.

2) Standard Application for Driveway Permit: Submit a completed and signed application, along with
the items listed below directly to the Public Works Counter on the 1st Floor of City Hall or by emailing
pwgeneralinfo@sanjoseca.gov.

Submittal Instructions
When submitting the Driveway and Sidewalk Application, include the following:

1) Sketch (Attachment) — Sketch of the lot and street frontage should be shown. The sketch should show
the location of the existing driveway, indicating if it will remain or be removed/replaced, the location of
the new proposed driveway and the location of the new sidewalk (if applicable). Additional items to
include in the sketch are:

o Width of the proposed driveway.

Width from the face-of-curb to the property line, minimum 8 ft or dedication may be required.

Distance from the adjacent property line.

Distances from the proposed driveway or sidewalk to any trees, poles, or utility structures.

North Arrow.

2) Photographs (Attachment) — Photographs showing the proposed location of the new sidewalk or
driveway.

Fees

A permit review fee will be assessed once the application is submitted and reviewed by City staff. The fees
will be provided and will be required to be paid prior to the application being deemed complete. See the
current “Public Works Permit Fees” Fee Schedule.

Requirements

Please Note: Any proposed modification to an existing driveway or addition of a second driveway will
not be permitted if the change facilitates violation of the “Front Setback Paving Ordinance”. (See attached
brochure for additional information).

All work shall be in accordance with the Standard Specifications of the City of San Jose.

If the work proposed in this permit application requires the removal of a City street tree, you will be
required to obtain a “Street Tree Removal” permit from the City Arborist, prior to issuance of this
permit. The City Arborist can be reached at (408) 794-1901 or at arborist@sanjoseca.gov.

This permit is valid for only 30 days from the date of issuance. If the permit expires, then you are
required to contact the City to extend the permit (there is no fee for this extension).
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City of San Jose

Department of Planning, Building and Code Enforcement

WHAT IS THE FRONT SETBACK PAVING ORDINANCE?

What does the Front Setback Paving
Ordinance do?

This ordinance limits the amount of
paving in the front setback of all lots with a
single-family dwelling unit and all lots in
any R-1 Residence District in the City of
San Jose.

When did the ordinance go into effect?

The Front Paving Ordinance went into
effect on July 1, 1999.

Why did the City Council enact this
Ordinance?

The Front Setback Paving Ordinance was
enacted in response to community concerns
about the damaging effect on neighborhood
character of paving and parking in single-
family front yards.

Front yards paved as private parking lots are
generally considered to be inconsistent
with good neighborhood quality. Parking in
front setback areas has increased
noticeably in recent years and many
neighborhoods have expressed an interest in
having limits placed on the extent of such
paving and parking.

Off-street parking on single-family lots is
currently limited to paved areas in the front
yard and corner side yard as a result of the
Lawn Parking Ordinance enacted by the
City Council December 1995.

What is a "paved" surface?

A '"paved" surface is one made of Sgtpack

concrete, brick, asphalt, pavers, or
other similar material. For more
information regarding parking and
paving, please refer to Planning
brochure titled “What is the Lawn
Parking Ordinance?"

What is the required front setback for
my lot? How can I find out what the
setback requirements are?

The required setback for a lot is determined
by its zoning district. Zoning districts in the
City of San Jose can vary from block to
block. To find out the zoning district and the
required setbacks for a lot, contact the
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What are the limitations under this
Ordinance?

Single-Family Lots with a Frontage
Width of 40 Feet or Greater:

e No more than 50% of the front
setback area may be paved.
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Single-Family Lots with a Frontage
Width of Less Than 40 Feet:

» Paving in the front setback area is
limited to 10 feet in width or 50% of
the width of the lot at any given
point, whichever is greater.
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Planning staff at (408) 535-3555

A “parking apron” is allowed as an
exception to the 50% limitation for single-
family lots with a frontage width of less
than 40 feet only. To qualify as an
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How does a property owner determine the
width of the property if it is an odd shape or
configuration?

The width of the property is determined by a
line drawn between two points at which the
line parallel to the front property line crosses
the side property lines.

What happens to the properties that don’t
conform to the Front Setback Paving
Ordinance?

If the paving was done prior to the date of the
ordinance, the paving is legal. If the
paving is legal, the owner of the site
would not have to remove it in order to
comply with the current regulations.

The current regulations do apply, however, to

any increases in the amount of paved area

after July 1, 1999. If you have questions
regarding the regulations, contact the Planning

staff at (408) 535-3555.

exception, the parking apron must be located
directly "in front" of, and provide primary
access to, two side by side required parking
spaces. In most cases, the required parking will
be a garage. This apron is limited to a width
of no more than 18 feet and a length of no more
than 25 feet and may be located wholly or
partially in the front setback area.
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