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SAN JOSE 
CAPITAL OP SILICON VALLliY 

SPECIAL MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
ON THE DEPARTMENT OF PARKS, RECREATION 

AND NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES 

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA MONDAY, APRIL 11,2016 

The Council of the City of San Jose convened in Special Session at 1:33 p.m. in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall. 

Present: Councilmembers - Carrasco, Jones, Herrera, Kalra, Khamis, M. Nguyen, 
T. Nguyen, Oliverio, Peralez (2:30), Rocha; Liccardo. 

Absent: Council Members - All Present. 

Staff: Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services, Angel Rios; Assistant 
Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Matt Cano; Deputy Director of 
Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services, Suzanne Wolfe; Parks, Recreation and 
Neighborhood Services Division Manager, Marybeth Harasz; City Clerk Toni Taber, 
Deputy City Clerk Ruth Krantz. 

Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Director of Parks, Recreation and 
Neighborhood Services, Angel Rios, dated April 7, 2016, providing the intention and 
background regarding the Study Session. (2) The San Jose Parks, Recreation & 
Neighborhood Services Annual Report, 2015; (3) Economic Benefits of the Park & 
Recreation System In San Jose provided by "The Trust for Public Land", dated February 
2016. (4) Letter from Sharon McCray, President, Prusch Farm Park Foundation offering 
advocacy for Prusch Farm Regional Park. (5) Letter from Kathryn Mathewson, Biologist 
and resident, regarding "Ideas for San Jose Parks and Creek Trails"; Email and letters 
from Coyote Creek NA Board Members, Heather Lemer, Happy Hollow Foundation, 
Friends of Del Monte Park, and Gavin Miller, all advocating for increased funding for 
parks, each dated April 11, 2016. 

INTRODUCTION 

Mayor Sam Liccardo presented opening remarks. 

Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services, Angel Rios, presented an 
informative video clip and an introduction to the Department, including its vision, 
mission, guiding principles, goals and strategies. 

Access the video, the agenda and related reports for this meeting by visiting the City's website at http://www.sanioseca.gov/citv or 
httn:/www.sanioseca.gov/civiccentertv. For information on any ordinance that is not hyperlinked to this document, please contact the 
Office of the City Clerk at (408) 535-1266. 

http://www.sanioseca.gov/civiccentertv


Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Division Manager, Marybeth Harasz 
continued the presentation with an overview of destinations and recreation facilities. 
Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services, Suzanne Wolfe 
continued with health and wellness programs offered to the community, public safety, 
economic and environmental benefits. 

Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Matt Cano introduced what's 
happening 'behind the scenes' - people and services. He provided a history of revenue 
and cost recovery. Deputy Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services 
Steve Hammack discussed deferred maintenance issues and concerns. 

Director of Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services, Angel Rios continued the 
. presentation, discussing employee engagement, strategic partnerships and community 

engagement, including 'placemaking' successes. 

Mayor Sam Liccardo commended the leadership of the Parks, Recreation and 
Neighborhood Services Department and opened the floor for public testimony 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Public Comments: Providing comments on the lack of funding for parks, importance of 
volunteers, nutrition center programs, trail building and park needs, arts and sports 
program, seniors' needs and the appreciation for the parks system, were: Dennis 
Haggerty, Youth Connections Foundation; Linda Wilson, Rod Carpenter, Richard 
Grialou, Mike Kalashian and Rosy Bowring, Martin-Fontana Parks Association; Andrea 
Miller and Gavin Miller, Hathaway Park; Miles Gehm, Corazon Tomalinas; Janice 
Levin, Willow Glen Senior Center; Tom Simpson, Martin Delson, Pat Pizzo, Gabriel 
Lewis and Jaisla McMahon; George Szymkiewicz, Friends of Del Monte Park; Candy 
Carter, San Jose Parks Advocates; Jane Kovac and Esperanza Ortiz, San Jose Digital Arts 
Program; Dick Stevens, Deborah Arant, Larry Ames, Nick Brown and family; Doris 
Livezey; Paul Davis, Friends of Butcher Dog Park; Jean Dresden and Warren Gannon; 
Sharon McCray, Prusch Farm Park; Kathy Sutherland, San Jose Park Foundation; 
Tamara Alvarado, Aurelia Sanchez, Pat Gormley, Gary Farfan; Vince Navarra, Hamann 
Park; Scott Dyer, Willow Glen Little League; Bill Rankin, North Willow Glen 
Neighborhood Association; Tanya Freudenberger, Youth Connection Foundation; Terry 
Christensen, Friends of Five Wounds Trail; Heather Lerner, Happy Hollow Foundation; 
John Leyba, Buena Vista Neighborhood Association; Alice Kaufman, Committee for 
Green Foothills; Shari Kleinhaus, Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society/Sierra Club; 
Leslee Hamilton, Guadalupe River Park Conservancy; Kathryn Mathewson, Viva 
Foundation; Stephen Rosenthal, CNPS; Deb Kramer and Darryl Ospring, Keep Coyote 
Creek Beautiful; Terry Reilly, Friends of the San Jose Rose Garden; John Urban, 
Newhall Neighborhood; Richard Zappelli, Willow Glen Stakeholders; Roma Dawson and 
Helen Chapman. 

Councilmember Pierluigi Oliverio left at 2:10 p.m. 

- 2 - April 11,2016 



Councilmember Donald Rocha left at 3:43 p.m. 

Council discussion ensued, and staff responded to questions including how money is 
allocated to different parks, and addressed drought and gopher problems in parks. 

Mayor Sam Liccardo offered additional comments and indicated that park additional 
assessments will be included in the upcoming budget process. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mayor Sam Liccardo adjourned the meeting at 5:00 p.m. 

Access the video, the agenda and related reports for this meeting by visiting the City's website at http://www.sanioseca.gov/citv or 
http:/www.sanioseca.gov/civiccentertv. For information on any ordinance that is not hyperlinked to this document, please contact the 
Office of the City Clerk at (408) 535-1266. 

Minul 2d and Respectfully Submitted by, 

Toni J. Taber, CMC 
City Clerk 
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