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Approved Minutes 
Wednesday, September 2, 2020 

5:30 p.m. 
 
 

I.   Call to Order & Orders of the Day 
 
 

- Meeting called to order at 5:08 p.m. 
- Commissioner Ames absent 
- Teresa Meyer-Calvert provided meeting logistics information, to include the 

inclusion of Spanish translation for the meeting. 
 

 
II.      Public Comment  

 
 

(Members of the Public are invited to speak on any item that does not appear on today’s 
Agenda and that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission. Meeting 
attendees are usually given two (2) minutes to speak on any discussion item and/or 
during open forum; the time limit is in the discretion of the Chair of the meeting and 
may be limited when appropriate. Speakers using a translator will be given twice the 
time allotted to ensure non-English speakers receive the same opportunity to directly 
address the Committee, Board or Commission). 

- KB expressed concern with maintenance on the upper Penetencia Creek Trail, 
specifically the underbrush.  
 

III. Announcements 
 
 

- None 
 

IV. Announcements of Conflict of Interest 
 
 

-  None   

V.   Consent Calendar 
A. Approve the Minutes of August 5, 2020 
B. Approve the Attendance August 5, 2020 

District 1 - Daphna Woolfe, Chair                                                                                          Andre Morrow - District 2  
District 3 - Lawrence Ames   Kelly Snider - District 4 
District 5 - Vacant  Vacant - District 6 
District 7 - Giavanna Vega   Vacant - District 8 
District 9 - Rudy Flores, Jr.  Vacant - District 10 
Citywide - George Adas, Vice Chair   

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
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C. Receive and File Correspondence to Commission 
 
Documents Filed: (1) Minutes of August 5, 2020. (2) Attendance Report for 
August 5, 2020. 

  
Action:  Upon motion by Commissioner Flores seconded by Vice Chair 
Adas, the Commission minutes and attendance report were approved. 
(6-1). Absent: Ames    
 

VI. Reports  
A. Chair  

­ Shared her experience attending the Winchester Orchard Park Community 
meeting. 

B. Director; Avi Yotam, Deputy Director, Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood 
Services (PRNS), reported on the following: 

­ City Council not recommending contingency package reductions at this 
time. 

­ Covid 19 updates, to include shelters, census, learning pods, working on 
reopening HHPZ, continued food distribution and shelters opened for clean 
air breaks from the fires. 

­ City Council Items 
     -  Park Maintenance Audit  
     -  Japantown Park Naming 
     -  Coyote Creek Trail Development 
     -  Five Wounds Trail Grant 

­ SJ Youth Commissioners attended a virtual town hall on mental health 
­ September 9th Trail Count 2020, GRPC assisting 9/9 
­ Virtual ribbon cutting for shade structure at Los Paseos & Metcalf 

 
C. Council and Commission 

 1. Council Liaison; Councilmember Maya Esparza (Michael Pearce) 
­ Shared Councilmemeber Esparza’s comments regarding the Japantown park 

naming mentioned in the Director’s Report.  
 

D. Department Staff and Organizations - None 
  

 
VII. New & Returning Business      

A. Payne Avenue Master Plan and Naming; 
Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Nicolle Burnham, dated August 14, 2020 
(2) Master Plan Report, Payne Ave Park, dated August 2020 (3) PowerPoint 
Presentation 
 
Chair Woolfe shared there is a park deficiency in Council District 1 and that is the 
first new park in possibly 50 years and introduced the item.  
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Nicolle Burnham, Deputy Director, PRNS, Jason Condit, Acting Senior Landscape 
Architect, PRNS, and Al Smith, Associate Landscape Architect, Public Works, 
presented the item.  
 
Chair Woolfe opened the item for public comment. 
 
Public Comments: 

- Ken Pyle mentioned his thoughts on the public process and outreach 
performed; spoke to the project for public spaces model and suggested they 
look at the assets and provide a website for videos. 

- John Knapp mentioned Phase 1 looks good and would like the existing 
playground kept; doesn’t believe a community center is needed; doesn’t like 
the name Pueblo Park and asked to call it Payne Park.  

- Juan Maya asked if we could allow for a school assistance center.  
- Betty Kabanek expressed the need for more green space, expressed concern 

for the need of a community center, and would like the existing structure to 
stay, and questioned the need for a community garden.  

- Mariana Damian shared she was not invited to meetings; appreciates the park, 
but not interested in a community center; spoke about parking and restrooms; 
and is okay with the name Payne Park. 

- Ramona Snyder shared that she helped build the sharks playground and does 
not want the playground removed; asked if it could be brought up to city 
standards; not in favor of a community center and expressed she felt there are 
too many parking spaces for the planned community garden. 

- Maria Ines Ortega is supportive of the project, including the community 
center. 

- Maureen Connolly is not in favor of the community garden and prefers more 
green space; expressed there is not enough parking and not in favor of the 
community center.  

- Sagrario Garcia shared the need for supervised after school activities, that a 
community center is available year-round, and expressed transportation 
challenges. 

- Jhoana Ortega expressed the need for senior resources and youth activities.  
- Lupe Maya Ortega – There was a poor connection and did not re-connect.  

 
Commissioner discussion ensued. Staff responded to Commissioner questions.  
 
Commissioner Flores motioned to accept the plan but delay the building of the 
parking lot to Phase 2. The motion did not receive a second. 
 
Action:  Commissioner Morrow moved to accept the report, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Snider. The motion carried. (6-1-1).  Noes:  Flores Absent:  Ames 
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B. St. James Park Master Plan;  
Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Nicolle Burnham, dated August 17, 2020 
(2) PowerPoint Presentation   
 
Nicolle Burnham, Deputy Director, PRNS, Jason Condit, Senior Landscape 
Architect, PRNS, David Rubin, Callander Associates and Mark Slichter, Callander 
Associates, presented the item.  
 
Chair Woolfe opened the item for public comment. 
 
Public Comments: 

- Jon Gordon spoke in support of the item. 
 
Commissioner discussion ensued. 
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions. 
 
Action:  Commissioner Morrow moved to accept the report and recommend approval 
by City Council of the St. James Park Master Plan, which was seconded by Vice 
Chair Adas. The motion was unanimous. (6-1).  Absent: Ames  
 

   C.  2020-2021 Draft Parks and Recreation Commission Work Plan; 
Documents Filed: (1) 2020-2021 Draft Work Plan. 
 
Avi Yotam, Deputy Director, Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services (PRNS), 
and Teresa Meyer-Calvert, Recording Secretary, provided an overview of the 
presented work plan. 
 
Commissioner discussion ensued. 
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions.  
 
Action: Commissioner Flores moved to accept the 2020-2021 Parks and Recreation 
Commission (PRC) Work Plan, which was seconded by Commissioner Snider. The 
motion carried unanimously. (6-1).  Absent: Ames  

  
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 
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The City of San Jose is committed to open and honest government and strives to consistently meet the 
community’s expectations by providing excellent service, in a positive and timely manner, and in the full 

view of the public. The City Code of Ethics may be viewed on-line at 
http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf 

 
To request an accommodation or alternative format for City-sponsored meetings or printed materials, 

please call 408-793-5505 or 408-294-9337 (TTY) as soon as possible; 
but, at least three business days before the meeting. 

 
For questions, please contact Melrose Hurley at (408) 793-4186. 

 
All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body 

will be available for public inspection in the Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department at 
San José City Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara Street, 9th Floor, San José, CA 95113 at the same time that the 

public records are distributed or made available to the legislative body. 
 

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission on 
October 7, 2020. 

 

 
Daphna Woolfe, Chair 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf

	Approved Minutes Wednesday, September 2, 2020
	5:30 p.m.

