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Draft Minutes 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

5:30 p.m. 

I. Call to Order & Orders of the Day
- Meeting called to order at 5:40 p.m.
- Commissioner Vega absent
- Teresa Meyer-Calvert provided meeting logistics information.

II. Public Comment
(Members of the Public are invited to speak on any item that does not appear on today’s 
Agenda and that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission. Meeting 
attendees are usually given two (2) minutes to speak on any discussion item and/or 
during open forum; the time limit is in the discretion of the Chair of the meeting and 
may be limited when appropriate. Speakers using a translator will be given twice the 
time allotted to ensure non-English speakers receive the same opportunity to directly 
address the Committee, Board or Commission). 

- Paul Soto expressed concern about treatment of the un-housed at Columbus Park.

III. Announcements
- None.

IV. Announcements of Conflict of Interest
- None.

V. Consent Calendar
A. Approve the Minutes of December 2, 2020
B. Approve the Attendance December 2, 2020
C. Receive and File Correspondence to Commission

District 1 - Daphna Woolfe, Chair           Andre Morrow - District 2  
District 3 - Lawrence Ames  Kelly Snider - District 4 
District 5 - Vacant Art Maurice - District 6 
District 7 - Giavanna Vega  Vacant - District 8 
District 9 - Rudy Flores, Jr. Vacant - District 10 
Citywide - George Adas, Vice Chair 

PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION 
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Documents Filed: (1) Minutes of December 2, 2020. (2) Attendance Report 
for December 2, 2020. 

Action:  Upon motion by Commissioner Morrow seconded by Commissioner 
Flores, the Commission minutes and attendance report were approved. 
(8-0-0).  

VI. Reports
A. Chair

­ None.

B. Director; Avi Yotam, Interim Deputy Director, Parks, Recreation and
Neighborhood Services (PRNS), reported on the following:

­ Childcare, Rock n Learn learning pods, participation.
­ Happy Hollow Park and Zoo East Lot may be used for COVID-19 vaccine

site. 
­ BeautifySJ expanded trash and litter abatement program.
­ Rotary PlayGarden reopening (Friday through Sunday).
­ Happy Hollow Park and Zoo scheduled to re-open a COVID-19 modified

“Walk Through the Zoo” experience in February. 
­ Overfelt Gardens Park Master Plan Community Workshop 2/10 at 6:30pm
­ Fee Study Workplan, 2/22 at 1:30pm
­ Urban Confluence to hold three community meetings.

C. Council and Commission
1. Council Liaison; Councilmember Matt Mahan
­ Introduced himself to the Commission and shared  his vision. He also

acknowledged staff members Michele Dexter and Matthew Quevedo. 

D. Department Staff and Organizations – (None)

VII. New & Returning Business
A. 2020 Annual Community Impact Report;

Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Shannon Heimer, dated October 23, 2020

Jon Cicirelli, Director, PRNS; Charlotte Graham, Interim Public
Information Manager, PRNS; and Dave DeLong, Interim Division Manager,
presented the item.

Chair Woolfe opened the item for public comment.

Public Comments:
- Paul Soto: Shared his expectations of City employees and inquired about

equity and access.
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Commissioner discussion ensued. 
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions and comments.  
 
Action:  Commissioner Morrow moved to accept the Parks, Recreation and 
Neighborhood Services 2020 Community Impact Report, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Adas. The motion carried. (8-0-0). 
 

B. Naming of a New Public Park at Gimelli Way, Near North Capitol Avenue; 
Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Jon Cicirelli, dated January 19, 2021 
(2) PowerPoint Presentation   
 
Nicolle Burnham, Deputy Director, PRNS; Rebekah Ross, Planner IV, PRNS and 
Larissa Sanderfer, Interim Planner, PRNS, presented the item.   
 
Chair Woolfe opened the item for public comment. 
 
Public Comments: 

- Mary Glover spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming.  
- Marissa Aroy spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Camille Llanes-Fontanilla spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Gabriel Young spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Daniel Lazo spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Gayle Romansanta spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Ron P. Muriera spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Noemi spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Grace-Sonia spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Elma Arredondo spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Rowena M. Tomaneng spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Robert Ragsac spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Perla Arellano spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Ben spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Angelica Cotez spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Ann Reginio spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Jessica Yumul spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Trizha Aquino spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Leland Simpliciano spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Sharon spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Clarence Madrilejos spoke in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
- Nicolle Burnham read an email from Councilmember Magdalena Carrasco, 

who is in favor of Delano Manongs Park naming. 
 
Commissioner discussion ensued.  
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions. 
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Action:  Commissioner Flores moved to accept the park naming, recommend 
memorial or plaque be placed in park to the City Council, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Morrow. The motion carried. (8-0-0). 
 
 

   C. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Sustainable Park Maintenance;  
Documents Filed: (1) Memorandum from Avi Yotam, dated January 22, 2021.  
(2) PowerPoint Presentation   
 
Avi Yotam, Interim Deputy Director, PRNS; Torie O’Reilly, Division Manager, 
PRNS; and Dan Greeley, Interim Park Manager; and Ramon Carvajal, Gardener, 
PRNS, presented the item. 
 
Chair Woolfe opened the item for public comment. 
Public Comment: 

- None 
 
Commissioner discussion ensued.  
 
Staff responded to Commissioner questions.  
 
Action: Commissioner Adas made a motion to accept report, which was seconded by 
Commissioner Morrow. The motion carried. (8-0-0). 
 
 

D. 
 

2020-2021 Draft Parks and Recreation Commission Work Plan; 
Documents Filed: (1) 2020-2021 Draft Work Plan. 
 
Teresa Meyer-Calvert, Recording Secretary noted the suggested changes to the work 
plan, to include moving the next meeting from March 3, 2021 to March 8, 2021. 
 
Action: Commissioner Ames moved to accept the 2020-2021 Parks and Recreation 
Commission (PRC) Work Plan with the meeting date change, which was seconded 
by Commissioner Morrow.  
 
The motion carried (8-0-0). 
 

VIII. Adjournment 
 Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
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The City of San Jose is committed to open and honest government and strives to consistently meet the 

community’s expectations by providing excellent service, in a positive and timely manner, and in the full 
view of the public. The City Code of Ethics may be viewed on-line at 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf 
 

To request an accommodation or alternative format for City-sponsored meetings or printed materials, 
please call 408-793-5505 or 408-294-9337 (TTY) as soon as possible; 

but, at least three business days before the meeting. 
 

For questions, please contact Teresa Meyer-Calvert at (408) 793-4186. 
 

All public records relating to an open session item on this agenda, which are not exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to the California Public Records Act, that are distributed to a majority of the legislative body 

will be available for public inspection in the Parks, Recreation and Neighborhood Services Department at 
San José City Hall, 200 E. Santa Clara Street, 9th Floor, San José, CA 95113 at the same time that the 

public records are distributed or made available to the legislative body. 
 

The foregoing minutes were approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission on 
March 8, 2021. 
 
 

____________________________ 
Daphna Woolfe, Chair 

Parks and Recreation Commission 
 

http://www.sanjoseca.gov/clerk/cp_manual/CPM_0_15.pdf
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